[Position paper by the Gesellschaft für Pädiatrische Onkologie und Hämatologie (GPOH) and the Deutsche Leukämie-Forschungshilfe (DLFH) on psycho-social care for pediatric oncology and hematology patients in hospital].
Psychosocial Care has been an integral part of the overall treatment in pediatric oncology for 25 years. The need for it and its effectiveness are well documented in several reputable studies and psychosocial service has proved its worth in everyday clinical settings. In order to secure comparable quality standards and in consequence of reorganisations within the health-care system a position paper has been prepared and adopted by the Psychosoziale Arbeitsgemeinschaft in der Pädiatrischen Onkologie und Hämatologie (PSAPOH), the Gesellschaft für Pädiatrische Onkologie und Hämatologie (GPOH) and the Deutsche Leukämie-Forschungshilfe (DLFH). The following article gives a short survey of this position paper and provides insight into the goals, conditions and outcomes of psychosocial care in pediatric oncology and hematology.